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him with its eyes filled with tears. Joseph also weeps, and,
on being asked the reason, says that this camel had been
present when he parted from his father. He bids the Arab
return and speak with him when he is alone. This the Arab
does, when Joseph tells him who he is and asks concerning
his father. The traveller then informs him of the old man's
desolation at his absence, and how he has left his home
and raised for himself the House of Sorrows l where he
abides in sadness, yearning for news of his dear son. Joseph
then charges him to return and tell his father of his adven-
tures and his present position in Egypt, and how he has
known no happiness since they parted. The Arab does as
he is bidden, goes to Jacob in his House of Sorrows, and
tells him that his beloved son is well and honoured, but
that he is a servant of the servant of the King of Egypt. The
old man is glad to hear the news, and is filled with hope
that his son will yet himself become lord of the land.2

As the Prophets are the 'shepherds of mankind', the
shepherd's calling has ever been affected by them. Joseph,
knowing this, is anxious to act as a shepherd for a short
time, so Zelikha, eager to gratify his every wish, gives orders
that a flock of beautiful sheep be collected and placed in
his charge. He therefore goes out into the country, and for
a few days pastures his sheep among the hills and valleys.

Before Zelikha had met with Joseph her greatest desire
had been to behold him, but now that she is under the
same roof as he, and in daily communion with him, she
yearns for a closer union. The fair young Prophet, however,

1  Beyt-ul-Ahzan, 'the House of Sorrows', is the name of the dwelling which
Jacob made for himself after Joseph's departure, and in which he dwelt during
the weary years of separation. It is often referred to by the poets, who are fond
of comparing to it the home of the lover parted from his beloved.

2  This incident of the Arab and of Joseph's message to his father is taken
from Firdawsi. It does not occur in Jami.